
Participation Information Sheet 2021 
Re-envisioning Visionary Art:  

An Inquiry into Analytical Psychology and Art Criticism 

 

I want to invite you to take part in a research study. Before you decide, you need to 

understand why the research is being done and what it would involve. Please take the time to 

read the following information carefully. Ask questions if anything you read is not clear or if 

you would like more information. Take time to decide whether or not to take part.  

 

Who is the researcher?  

My name is Lisa Hester, and I am a PhD research candidate from the Department of Fine Art 

and Education in the Technological University Shannon, Ireland.  

 

What is the purpose of the study? 

I am researching the genre of visionary art, and my main research question is: can we gain a 

more nuanced understanding of visionary art by considering the interconnections between 

analytical psychology and art criticism? I am interested in understanding the creative process 

of the visionary artist, developing a method for identifying visionary artworks, and offering a 

revised understanding of the genre as it is defined and understood differently across multiple 

platforms (this includes websites and textual material). 

 

Why have you been invited to take part? 

I am inviting you to participate as you have been recognised or nominated by an organisation 

that promotes the genre or, having viewed your work online or at an exhibition, I am of the 

opinion your work and reflections would be of value for my research. 

 

What will taking part involve? 

Taking part will involve joining me on a recorded zoom meeting to discuss your artwork and 

art practice – I am interested in what the term ‘visionary art’ means to you as a practising 

visual artist. I am also interested in finding out about your art methods, materials, and 

processes, as well as your influences and inspirations. Of further interest to me would be your 

ideas, opinions, and reflections about your artwork. The interview will be semi-structured and 

last for approximately one hour. 

 

What do I need to take part? 

To take part, you will need access to a computer (or perhaps a smartphone or tablet) with 

audio and camera features (standard requirements for a typical zoom or online meeting). 

Also, you must be comfortable with using the I.C.T. equipment as the e-interview will be 

hosted online using conferencing software such as Zoom. 

 

Do you have to take part, and can you withdraw from the study? 

Participation is entirely voluntary, and you have the right to refuse participation, refuse to 

answer any questions, and withdraw at any time during the interview, without consequence. 

However, you will only have three weeks after the interview has been made available for 

review to withdraw your contribution from the study. During this time, you will have the 

opportunity to view and clarify the interview transcripts.   



 

Will I be recorded, and how will the recorded media be used? 

The audio and visual material from the e-interview will be recorded. The recordings will be 

transcribed and used for analysis. No other use will be made of them without your written 

permission, and no one outside of the project will be allowed access to the original 

recordings.  

 

Will taking part be confidential? 

It is the participant’s choice whether their name and identifying characteristics are stored and 

used in the research project, the alternative is that the files are kept private and confidential. 

In this case pseudonyms will be used and noted as such. Thus, two options are available for 

the research participant – one anonymised and one public.  

Preference is recorded on consent forms which need to be returned in a written/digital 

format before the interview. The signed document can be returned through post or signed 

digitally and returned electronically. However, if you have any concerns, a pre-consent 

discussion can occur by text, email, telephone, or through a non-recorded zoom meeting.  

 

How will information you provided be recorded, stored, and protected? 

The video/audio recordings from the e-interview, consent forms, and transcripts will be 

stored in encrypted files on a designated OneDrive account until the researcher’s degree has 

been conferred. The files will then be retained for a further seven years in accordance with 

the institution guidelines.  

 

What are the possible risks of taking part? 

There are various potential risks to you as a participant, such as: 

(1) anxiety, 

(2) misuse of material,  

(3) misrepresentation, and 

(4) inconvenience. 

 

How are the potential risks avoided? 

I have developed a strategy to avoid the risks mentioned above, such as:  

(1) follow up meetings,  

(2) pre-consent discussions, 

(3) a feedback loop that would allow you, as a participant, to see, review and clarify 

information gathered from the interview. 

(4) Also, the interviews will be hosted on online-conferencing software whenever it is 

convenient for you. 

 

Will there be any benefits for taking part? 

There will be no direct or financial benefit for taking part in this study. However, there are 

indirect benefits, such as: 

(1) possible promotion of your artistic practice (depending on your preference for 

confidentiality). 

(2) Also, your involvement will be a valuable contribution by adding new knowledge 

on the topic of visionary art within art criticism and analytical psychology. 



 

What will happen to the results of the study? 

The information gathered during these interviews will be used for dissemination purposes – 

conferences, publications, and teaching. Additionally, the research will be submitted in a 

dissertation format for the completion of a PhD award. 

 

Who should I contact for further information? 

If you would like any further information concerning this project or if you have any problems 

which may be related to your involvement in the project, you can contact the researcher by 

emailing lisa.hester@lit.ie, or by visiting https://thecreativejung.com/research-study/ 

 

Thank you for reading and I look forward to hearing from you! 

Yours sincerely,  

 
Lisa Hester B.F.A. 

PhD candidate 

Department of Fine Art and Education  

 

https://thecreativejung.com/research-study/

